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Abstract: Electronic monitoring through using Global Positioning System (GPS) controls
criminals from a distance. It also provides the possibility of their orderly and limited
presence in society while they are serving their punishment. Relying upon a descriptive-
analytical method, the aim of this article is to analyze the effects of electronic monitoring on
parents on children’s personality development and the continuity of the criminals’ family
lives. According to the findings of this study, electronic monitoring can serve as a family-
oriented judicial decision. It is a more evolved form of implementation of the principle of
personalization of the criminal responses and confines side effects of the punishment to the
offender. Because electronic monitoring is associated with considering the personality,
capacity, responsibility and role of the offender in the family, it can provide background for
performance of their normal functions in the family and respecting the rights of other family
members. Ideally. It can result in family self-sufficiency, healthy personality development of
children and continuity of family life. In cases when the offender under electronic
monitoring is far removed from his family, it can protect the family from probable unsuitable
behaviors of the offender and provide background for suitable interaction between them and
family member in the future.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

A Family-Centered Study of Electric Monitoring

Introduction: As Electric monitoring recognizes that a criminal might still function
in society, this punitive response seems to be closer to the principle of personalized
punishments and protects the family institution by shielding family members from
harm. This optimistic view of the family-centric nature of electric monitoring needs
to be realistically tested in order to evaluate the true potential of this punitive action
in protecting or challenging family rights. Such a study can advise legal and judicial
authorities on policymaking decisions regarding a comprehensive utilization of
family-centric potentials of electric monitoring.

To this end, this article enumerates six functions of family: “welfare-care”, “econ-
omic”, “political-management”, “emotional-relational”, ‘“cultural-leisure” and
“sexual-marital”. These functions can be used in order to asses whether electric
monitoring is family-centric or not. Additionally, the effects of this punitive actions
are also studied on the following categories: “family privacy”, “family life
continuity”, “psycho-social growth flow”, “emotional growth” and “children's
gender role learning”. Studying these factors will show that if some conditions are
met, this innovative and family-centric punishment can play a major role in the field
of criminal justice.

Methodology: This research has been carried out by descriptive-analytical method
while examining and exploring related library sources.

Findings:

1. From the point of view of the interference of electronic monitoring in the privacy
of the family, considering that the implementation of this punishment in the home of
the perpetrator is not subject to the consent of other family members, its
implementation violates the “physical privacy” of the family. Electronic monitoring
exposes the “communication privacy” of family members to less interference
compared to imprisonment. Maintaining the “privacy of information” of the family
also requires that the social and the private sector worker, who is responsible for the
implementation of monitoring measures, is committed to the duty of maintaining
privacy and professional secrecy.

2. From the point of view of the impact of electronic monitoring on the continuity of
family life, its implementation at home protects the family from the damage caused
by the temporary removal of a member. However, mere presence does not guarantee
that the prisoner will actually perform their family function. Due to the damage
caused by crime, during the implementation of this punishment, there is a possibility
of ostracizing the criminal and weakening intra-network relationships such as inter-
spousal and parent-child relationships. Therefore, mere use of electronic monitoring
does not guarantee the continuity of the family life of the offenders.
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3. Regarding the effect of electronic monitoring on children’s psychosocial growth,
firstly, parents under electronic monitoring is a more appropriate management
strategy for children’s safe attachment compared to keeping a child in prison until
the age of two with the imprisoned mother. Second, compared to prison
punishment, placing the criminal parents under electronic monitoring for the sake
of human dignity reduces the probability that their children’s self-esteem will be
harmed. However, this alone does not guarantee the improvement of the self-
esteem of children, rather, it is the quality of parent-child relationships that is
effective. Thirdly, compared to prison punishment, electric monitoring, by reducing
the probability of the criminal’s passivity at home and strengthening the family’s
safety factor, reduces the possibility of children’s low self-confidence. However,
care should be taken to issue effective care orders in this field.

4. In terms of the role of electronic monitoring in children’s emotional growth,
considering the effect of the two components of the presence/absence of emotion
management factors (parents) and children’s emotional modeling of them, placing
the criminal parent under electronic monitoring, conditional on their active
performance of parental functions, plays a positive role in the emotional growth of
children.

5. When it comes to electric monitoring and its effect on sexual education of
children, due to the effects of the presence of parents, placing parents under electric
monitoring increases the likelihood of proper sexual education of children in
comparison with imprisonment.

Conclusion: It is important to utilize electric monitoring in order to meet family
needs due to the effects of this punishment on the interests of family, although the
challenges must also be managed. One of these challenges is a lack of social
acceptance for the presence of the criminal in society while undergoing their
sentencing time. The law recognizes that all criminals are potentially entitled to
electric monitoring. Severity and the dangerous nature of the crime might limit the
rights of the criminal in this regard. First degree criminals are ineligible to electric
monitoring while second and third degree criminals are. Additionally, people
without prior criminal records, are open to reform, or legible for different leniencies
can receive electric monitoring. Such limits will help increase social acceptance of
this punitive method and is generally in line with the interests of family as a social
institution. However, the fact that electric monitoring is limited to civil prison
sentences and not religious prison sentences or exile cannot be justified. One should
not paint religion’s conception of punishment as static and immune from rational
developments.

As for meeting the needs of family during electric monitoring, it must be mentioned
that the mere presence of the criminal in family does not guarantee that they will
provide their family function and the criminal cannot be expected to meet all family
needs on their own. Additionally, an incompetent functioning of roles leaves a



VOYNVERY Sl VY o led /oty JUa/ o535 esl sl aaldad

negative effect on psychological-social and emotional growth and sexual education
of children. Therefore relevant authorities must consider the multi-functional nature
of family and utilize all potentials of this punishment to enable family to function in
all capacity.

Judicial authorities can utilize legal strategies such as obliging the criminal to learn a
trade or be employed, to pay spouse or child support, enable them to meet the
conditions of employment by allowing them to traverse the area necessary for
employment, introduce the family to charities, and wave the fees of equipment for
poor people in order to enable the economic function of the family. By taking
advantage of monitoring orders such as prohibition of staying in a certain place,
prohibition of communication with accomplices, obligation to compensate the
victim and assistance of the social worker to obtain forgiveness from the plaintiff, it
is possible to increase the safety factor of the family and have its caring function
facilitated. Considering the sensitivity of child growth, the courts can task the
criminal to participate in parenting, emotion and behavior management, self-esteem
and self-confidence courses if necessary to prevent harms to children’s
psychological, social, and emotional growth. Considering the paramount importance
of children’s interests, it might even prove necessary to keep the criminal under
electric monitoring in a place other than family home. In such cases if meeting the
wife is not considered harmful, the meetings shall be arranged in order to enable the
“sexual-marital” and relational functions of the family.
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