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ships among Iranian spouses”. Sexual
relationship is considered one of primary
motivating  factors  bringing  about
innermost positive feelings and close
relationships. A phenomenological qualit-
ative method was adopted to meet the
demands of study purposes. By means of
purposive sampling method, twenty-four
married couples with minimum length of
marriage around three years participated
in two groups of satisfied (self-reported)
and dissatisfied (in the first three sessions
of the couple therapy process or in the
legal process of divorce) couples. Using
the Colizzi and the Interpretative Pheno-
menological Analysis (IPA) methods, two
main clusters of "sex enhances couple
relationship" and "relationship vulnera-
bility caused by lack of sexual contact "
have been revealed. Eight sub-clusters
have also discovered. Findings of this
study confirm that attachment theory
strikingly provide a fundamental frame-
work for a deeper understanding of spo-
uses' sexual behaviors and experiences.

Keywords: Sex relationship, Pathological
themes, Satisfaction themes, Attachment-
based.
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