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Extended Abstract
Introduction: Education, learning, and upbringing are among the most important phenomena
whose success and achievement require the participation, interaction, and communication of
multiple institutions such as family, school, economy, and politics. Child upbringing serves as
the catalyst for forming several relationships among these institutions: the relationship
between family and school, the relationship between parents and teachers, the relationship
between teachers and society, the relationship between the school and society, and even the
vertical relationship between the school and the higher-level decision-making structures.
Given the requirements of the issue under study, this research seeks to identify and interpret
the type and manner of the formation of the relationship between family and school within the
perspective of macro-level models (behaviorism/critical/interactionism); not to determine how
the actions of the two are understood by them, but rather with the aim of understanding what
structural form the relationship between these two institutions (school/family) takes and,
considering other educational actors, how this structure is interpreted. Some believe that the
child is the most influential factor in the manner and quality of this relationship (Aghbaryan,
2007). Epstein, as the foremost theorist in the field of family involvement and participation in
schools, believes that schools and families have shared responsibilities in the socialization and
upbringing of the child (1996). Depicting the family-school relationship in theoretical
foundations is defined across a continuum from the complete neutrality or receptiveness of the
family to full participation and interaction. In this regard, three paradigms, known as
behaviorism, which attempts to interpret phenomena based on objective and measurable
criteria and has a more deterministic approach to will and decision; the critical paradigm,
which attempts to change the status quo and has a more transitional and transformational
approach; and the interactionist paradigm, which has a collaborative approach, became the
basis for analyzing and interpreting this relationship. In the first theoretical foundation, the
family is considered a silent receiver, accepting the programs and objectives issued by the
school, where the family and student are passive actors and consumers, evaluated based on
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their alignment with the framework defined by the school. In this view, measurable and defined
criteria are determined by the school, and the family acts to fulfill them. In the second
theoretical foundation, the family plays a more prominent role and, through intervention in
decisions, strategies, planning, and even school policies, assumes an agentive role. In this view,
the family gains the power to critique, change, and design programs and extracurricular
activities within the school. Here, the family is not a passive receiver but an active, influential
actor who generates ideas and programs. In the third theoretical foundation, the interactionist
paradigm considers the school and family as two elements that collaboratively and through
mutual agreement design, make decisions, and implement programs. In this view, it is not
about one being the reference point over the other, but rather both seeing their benefit in the
success of the other.

Method: Given that the aim of this study was to answer the overarching question of how each
selected intellectual paradigm responds to the nature of the relationship between family and
school, three assumptions were formulated accordingly. Identifying and retrieving this
relationship and understanding how it is formed requires deep inference and interpretation of
the theoretical premises of these foundations for a precise explanation. To achieve this, Brody's
interpretive-derivative method, rooted in the foundations of philosophical analysis, was
employed. Philosophical analysis includes three types: Deconstructive analysis (exploring,
dismantling, breaking down, then reassembling in a comprehensive manner); Backward and
regressive analysis (examining premises and implications and deducing a specific
proposition); and Interpretive analysis (analyzing the validity and truth of propositions derived
from the fundamental sources of a particular ideology, and extracting specific propositions)
(Mohammadzadeh, 2004: pp. 67-68). Brody considers research and theorizing as a form of
interpretation and philosophical inference that includes two types of derivation: implicit
derivation and explicit derivation (Brody, 1962), both rooted in interpretive analysis. In
education, implicit derivative method involves providing a pedagogical theory to solve
educational problems, which corresponds to a deductive approach (Bagheri et al., 2015: pp.
47-50). The explicit derivative method is based on choosing a specific stance and extracting
implications relevant to the issue or phenomenon accordingly (ibid). In this study, the second
method was used in a back-and-forth manner. Initially, major paradigms such as behaviorism,
critical theory, and social interactionism—each interpreting and describing the family-school
relationship and the influencing factors—were selected. Subsequently, hypothetical relational
models (diagrams 1, 2, and 3) were drawn to describe the nature of the connection between
these institutions. Next, propositions and implications related to the family-school relationship
and how they are positioned and influenced by this relationship were extracted and, in
accordance with the main assumptions of each of the theoretical bases in question, conceptual
models of the relationships between family and school as basic levels, and curriculum, leader,
teacher, and learner and their evaluation as intermediate-linking levels were presented.

Results: In the behaviorist paradigm (the first theoretical basis), the family is considered an
external and observational member, who is summoned by the school at specific points if
deemed necessary. When Lawson's study was discussed, it was mentioned that parental
involvement means going on trips (excursions, etc.) and similar activities. In this
interpretation, the family is merely defined by their presence around the school, talking to
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teachers, helping in the classroom, and similar tasks. Essentially, the family is expected to do
whatever the school requires. This illustrates that the school’s boundaries are closed off to
external agents like the family. The cultural structure (learner and family) is positioned as
something beyond-school and external to internal school factors, and the school operates
independently. Here, the school makes decisions without considering the family's role and
position and pays no attention to the cultural structure of the family or the student. In the
critical paradigm (the second theoretical basis), which is based on critiquing structures and
moving away from normative structural considerations, power and skills are defined—and
even imposed—based on identity, position, and local, personal, and social values. In this
approach, the school’s work is supervised and planned by the family’s recommendations. In
other words, it is the opposite of the behaviorist paradigm. Based on the interactive structure
between family and school in this view, “education” is a direct recipient of decisions and extra-
educational factors, in such a way that the main relationship-forming elements—family,
school, administrator, teacher, and learner—are split into those oriented outward (toward
society) and those oriented inward (toward the school and internal educational space).
Therefore, the relationship between school and family in this model is reconstructed as a
“family-centered collaboration.” In this principle, the family acts as the producer of decisions,
plans, and goals, while also playing the role of monitoring their implementation by the school.
In the interactionist paradigm, the family and its cultural structure, with a harmonizing view,
lean toward integration within the school; the school likewise engages with the family and
external agents in the same spirit. The family, the learner's social life, and cultural environment
become part of the structural identity of the school, actively and continuously interacting with
the school, teacher, and administrator. Under these conditions, the family plays an active role
in designing the curriculum, models, and assessment methods, as well as responding to and
following up on educational outcomes. The interactionist paradigm moves beyond single-
centeredness and unilateralism, emphasizing shared intent and providing a mechanism through
which families and educators establish connections.

Conclusion: According to the findings of this study, in one scenario, the school is seen as the
sole competent authority for producing programs, making decisions, and expressing opinions.
Others, such as the family and guardians, are required to follow the predefined and concretely
established guidelines, the levels, forms, and boundaries of which are clearly specified, and
act accordingly. The main theoretical foundation analyzed in the findings section to describe
and interpret this scenario was the behaviorist paradigm, which focuses on observable and
measurable outcomes. This paradigm considers the aspect of the family-school relationship
where families are permitted to engage with the school only in specifically defined situations.
In turn, families hold objective, measurable, and quantifiable expectations of the school. With
growing social awareness and varying interpretations of education and learning—which, in a
sense, have revealed the hidden functions of schooling—families began to doubt whether they
should entrust their children’s futures to another institution and act according to that
institution’s values and desires. As a result, they aimed to take an active role in decision-
making. As stated in the findings section, the critical paradigm was adopted as the basis for
interpreting the actions and thinking of this group. The critical paradigm highlights undesirable
and ineffective norms in the existing family-school relationship.
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The socio-cultural interactionist paradigm presented a new perspective on the nature of the
relationship between family and school. In this paradigm, both institutions—family and
school—recognize each other as influential elements and work together in planning,
stabilizing, and enhancing learning. Another aspect of this relationship from the interactionist
perspective is a consensual division of labor between them. The school, by providing
educational services to the family, creates opportunities to develop and expand learning skills.
On the other hand, the family, by assuming part of the responsibility for the child's education,
supports and reinforces the school's efforts.

Keywords: Critical paradigm, social interactionism paradigm, behaviorism paradigm, family-school.
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