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Extended Abstract
Introduction:The institution of family significantly influences various dimensions of social
life, and experts across different disciplines have long examined this relationship. In societies
like Iran, where family and Kinship ties are traditionally considered core values, investigating
this topic is especially important. Two key findings emerge from prior studies in this field.
Some research presents established evidence linking strong family ties to traditional structures,
including women’s labor force participation, public morality, fertility, living arrangements,
and gender attitudes (Alesina et al., 2013; Duranton, 2009; Galasso & Profeta, 2018; Todd,
1990). Others, such as Daniel and Geys (2016), argue for considering cross-national
heterogeneity in analyzing the impact of family relations. For instance, in high-income
countries, strong family ties may significantly reduce labor force participation, trust, and
geographic mobility. However, this negative relationship disappears at lower levels of
development and can even be reversed. Given that social phenomena, even with apparent
similarities, can stem from different causes in different societies, it is necessary to study family
ties within Iran’s specific context and identify their correlates.
Methods: This is a descriptive-analytical study using secondary data analysis. Data were
drawn from a nationally representative survey based on the World Values Survey. The sample
includes 1,499 respondents from all Iranian provinces (except Kohgiluyeh and Boyer-Ahmad).
The sample distribution mirrors the national population in terms of gender, age, urban/rural
residency, and regional demographics, making the findings generalizable to the broader
Iranian society. Construct validity was ensured, and reliability was tested using Cronbach’s
alpha. Statistical methods included descriptive analysis and ststistical tests (Chi-square,
Kendall’s tau, and logistic regression) using SPSS.
The family ties index was developed based on studies by Daniel & Geys (2016), Alesina et al.
(2013), and Bertrand & Schoar (2006), and includes four items: The importance of family, The
desire to make one’s parents proud, Agreement that adult children are responsible for long-
term parental care, Acceptance or rejection of divorce. These items were combined into a
single factor using factor analysis to extract the core component of family ties.
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Findings

44.3% of respondents reported strong family ties, 32.1% moderate ties, and 23.6%
weak ties.

Stronger family bonds are reported more frequently among individuals who believe
more strongly in the need for obedience and compliance in children. Although there
is a significant inverse relationship between the necessity of learning obedience in
children and their independence, there is no significant inverse relationship between
the necessity of learning independence in children and family ties. In general, family
ties do not have a significant impact on the necessity of learning independence in
children.

Those supporting revolutionary or reformist movements reported weaker family ties
compared to those favoring resistance to revolution.

A positive, significant relationship was found between family ties and number of
children in bivariate analysis. However, this relationship disappeared when
socioeconomic variables were controlled for, indicating a stronger effect of economic
factors on fertility. Alternatively, the impact of economic and social variables on
fertility is greater than that of family ties.

Similarly, family ties were positively associated with household size, but this
relationship also lost significance when controlling for socioeconomic status and
religiosity. In other words, the impact of economic and social variables on household
size is greater than that of family ties.

Strong family ties were significantly associated with living arrangements. individuals
with weaker ties were less likely to live with their own or their spouse’s parents.
Family ties have a direct and meaningful relationship with public ethics. Public
morality was more strongly accepted by married, religious individuals and those with
stronger family ties.

Family ties have a significant positive relationship with happiness, but they do not
have a significant relationship with physical health or life satisfaction. In multivariate
analysis, family tiess did not have a significant relationship with physical health,
mental health, or life satisfaction. In other words, socio-economic variables such as
income and age have a greater impact on physical and mental health.

Family ties positively correlated with happiness, but showed no significant
relationship with physical health or life satisfaction in multivariate analysis, where
variables like income and age had more explanatory power.

Given the strength of family ties in Iran, the state should support families during times of crisis.
Reforming the pension system is also recommended. In Iran, strong family ties often substitute
for formal social capital, and unlike in some contexts, they do not necessarily undermine social
structures. Educational efforts should raise awareness among policymakers and the public
about the benefits of strong familial ties. In our society, which is facing a growing trend of
declining childbearing, increasing divorce, increasing average age of marriage, and emerging
families, this training is essential. There is a need for both quantitative and qualitative research
to assess family ties more accurately. Generational and gender-based comparisons, as well as
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longitudinal studies, are essential for understanding how family ties affect variables related to
family life. Studies of individuals show significant variation within a country. Countries have
regional, ethnic, or other subcultures. However, when comparing national cultures, large or
small differences between people within the same culture do not matter, because they
essentially share the same values. But the existence of subcultures can be an important
argument against using countries as the unit of analysis. Therefore, a provincial and ethnic
comparison of family ties and its impact on socioeconomic dimensions is suggested.

Keywords: Family Ties, Public Morality, Living Arrangements, Childbearing, Tendency to
Innovation
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