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Iranian society in the year 1404 (SH) 2025-2026 experienced one of the most difficult, turbulent, and
fateful periods in its contemporary history; a year filled with simultaneous and intertwined crises that
affected various dimensions of Iranians' individual, family, and social lives. The imposition of two wars
at the beginning and end of the year, the intensification of environmental crises including air pollution,
drought, and widespread chronic water scarcity in large parts of the country, increasing economic
pressures, recession, rising inflation, diminished psychological security, the spread of social mistrust,
the emergence of political and social unrest and tensions that threatened and disrupted societal unity,
the deepening of social divides and fragmentation, the experience of extensive propaganda, media, and
cognitive pressures against the morale and social cohesion of Iranians, and the increasing visibility of
Iran's strategic isolation in the international arena—all were among the events and trends that
confronted Iranian society with an unprecedented situation and challenged the psychological security
and tranquility of Iranians with full force.

Nevertheless, the experience of the past year was not merely a narrative of trauma, anxiety, and
erosion. In the face of this complex situation, Iranian society demonstrated meaningful and honorable
manifestations of solidarity, resistance, and resilience; a solidarity formed around the defense of Iran,
its culture, civilization, and the national and religious values of Iranians, revealing a heroic and hopeful
face of Iranian society in the face of external pressures and the onslaught of foreign enemies. Our
beloved homeland, Iran, although it suffered great harm and was wounded along this path, it still stands
resilient, proud, and hopeful, and with the support of its historical resilience, it is determined to pass
through this dangerous juncture with honor.

From the perspective of the family, the significance of these developments is twofold. The crises of the
past year were not merely events at the level of politics, economics, environment, or national security;
rather, each, in a direct or indirect way, penetrated into homes, family relationships, and the lived
experience of children, spouses, parents, the elderly, and kinship networks. In the past year, the Iranian
family was not merely a recipient of pressures and harms, but rather, as one of the most fundamental
centers for the reproduction of meaning, hope, care, and social bonds, in many situations it became
the first and most important arena for calming, psychological restoration, mutual assistance,
maintaining hope, and sustaining everyday life, to the extent that it can be claimed that in this perilous
process, the family has been one of the most significant fields of experience, resilience, and crisis
reconstruction in lranian society. From this perspective, the study of the Iranian family under such
conditions is not merely a social or psychological matter; it is a scientific, historical, and civilizational
imperative.

In this context, the two wars imposed on Iran at the beginning and end of the past year (1404 SH) have
had profound, unique, and truly historic consequences for the family unit. Indeed, one of their defining
features could be described as a war against the family—an assault on a fundamental cornerstone of
human civilization, and particularly on Iran’s proud, millennia-old heritage. The 12-day war began with
a so-called surprise offensive—or more accurately, a criminal assault—targeting not just military
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installations, but families themselves. Nuclear scientists and senior military commanders were not
targeted at their workplaces or military barracks. They were assassinated alongside their own families
and even neighboring civilians. These attacks were a blatant violation of all international laws, treaties,
and moral and political norms. These events showed that in a new form of organized violence by
governments, the home, the family, the neighbor, the child, and everyday life can become direct targets
of conflict. The second war, Ramadan, also began with the direct and deliberate targeting of an
elementary school in the city of Minab, which resulted in the brutal massacre of 168 primary school
children, and continued with the merciless targeting and family-centered, even neighborhood-
centered, assassination of some senior political officials, military commanders, and the country's
science and technology experts. Contrary to historical expectations of both traditional and modern
warfare—especially in an era of advanced technology—this trend exposes the collapse of ethical and
professional foundations. It lays bare the foul corruption of a discriminatory, apartheid-based Western
civilization. Furthermore, it highlights the eerie, tragic silence of global politicians and activists,
alongside the systematic and bullying exploitation of ineffective international institutions by global
powers. More importantly, it is feared that this trend, under the shadow of a heavy silence and
widespread passivity of societies, governments, and political, social, religious, and scientific institutions,
will quickly become a new practice and pattern in international conflicts; a pattern in which families
and children are not unintended casualties of war, but the direct target of violence and pressure.

The consequences of such events are not limited to the time of their occurrence. The experience of
grief, fear, insecurity, psychological displacement, disruption of children's sense of security, changes in
parenting patterns, erosion of social capital, and at the same time, the formation of mechanisms of
resistance, mutual aid, and family resilience—all are subjects that require scientific, precise, and
interdisciplinary investigation. The family in such conditions is both the site of experiencing harm and
the foundation for the psychological, moral, and social reconstruction of society. Therefore, the
resilience of Iranian society cannot be analyzed without understanding the resilience of the Iranian
family; because a significant part of social resistance is rooted in homes, in parent-child relationships,
in the silent care of family members for one another, in kinship networks, and in the intergenerational
transmission of hope, meaning, and national pride.

It seems that the serious engagement of researchersa and professionals in the comprehensive study
and investigation of these events from the perspective of their short-term and long-term consequences
on the family institution, its structures, processes, transformation, and agency, is an urgent and
undeniable necessity. From the very important, key, and indeed shameful subject of "family
assassinations"—which are in fact the disgraceful and destructive gift of the black and anti-human
creativity of American and Israeli warmongers in the two recent wars—to the widespread effects of
experiencing trauma on families, especially the situation of vulnerable groups such as children, the
elderly, and the sick in war; the duties and responsibilities of governments and policymakers in
supporting affected or at-risk families; the laws of armed conflict and humanitarian law; international
politics; and the examination of the duties, authorities, and performance of relevant international
institutions such as UNICEF, UNESCO, the Red Cross, and the World Health Organization—all require
the active and meticulous attention of researchers from various scientific disciplines. Analyzing these
issues from the perspectives of psychology, sociology, educational sciences, law, political science,
policy-making, cultural studies, anthropology, cognitive science, media studies, economics, philosophy,
theology, art, literature, and mythology can contribute to a deeper understanding of the situation of
the Iranian family in crisis conditions. These studies and research can both illuminate the dimensions
of trauma and harm and reveal the immense capacities for resistance, care, solidarity, and resilience of
the Iranian family.

The Journal of Research is an interdisciplinary quarterly. It has consistently committed itself to
addressing emerging, significant, and current issues in the field of family from a scientific and
specialized perspective. The journal now earnestly and sincerely invites all researchers, professionals,
and experts in related fields to focus on various dimensions of this topic and submit their scientific,
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analytical, and research articles for publication. JFR welcomes original, problem-oriented works. These
include studies that examine the short- and long-term consequences of recent crises on the family
institution. Particular interest lies in works that explore the relationship between family, crisis,
resistance, and resilience. JFR also seeks articles that propose strategies and solutions for healing
wounds and damages, as well as those that aim to enhance psychological and social security and
strengthen the resilience of individuals, families, and Iranian society. The Journal of Family Research
undertakes to prioritize the review, preparation, and publication of articles related to this theme.
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