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Highlights

e  The "Foster Care Procedure for Orphaned Children and Children without an Effective Guardian
approved on 2023/08/16" established another institution called "Foster Care" to reduce cases of
child deprivation from the family, prepare the child for returning to the biological family or entering
an alternative family, and protect the child from the harms of being kept in environments other than
the family, such as welfare organization care centers.

e  Placing a child in "foster care" with a host family is carried out by the Welfare Organization and
outside the judicial process, and is achieved more quickly compared to other similar institutions.
Moreover, the aforementioned procedure determines the conditions of applicants and the granting
of foster care in a way that makes this institution more accessible compared to adoption.

e  Foster care is not limited to a specific time frame and will continue until the foster care is canceled,
or the child is reunited with the biological family, or his status is converted to adoption.

Extended Abstract

Introduction: "Having a family" is considered a fundamental right for every child, given the essential role that
the family plays in the process of growth and socialization. However, orphaned and maltreated children are
deprived of this right, exposing them to significant developmental and psychological risks. International
documents, particularly Articles 5, 9, 10, and 18 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child (adopted by the
UN General Assembly on November 20, 1989), alongside domestic Iranian laws—including Article 10 and
Paragraph 2 of Article 21 of the Constitution, and Articles 1104, 1168, 1175, and 1178 of the Civil Code—
have addressed the right of every child to a family. Article 2 of the Law on the Protection of Unaccompanied
and Abused Children and Adolescents (2013) entrusts matters related to the guardianship of such children to
the State Welfare Organization. Article 36 of this law mandates that executive regulations be prepared to
determine the framework for the Welfare Organization's duties regarding the care of unaccompanied and
abused children and the manner of assigning their guardianship to qualified families and institutions. These
regulations were approved on 04/14/1394, with amendments on 01/20/1402. Article 13 of the annex authorizes
the Welfare Organization to temporarily entrust orphaned and abused children to qualified families, either
directly or through family-based care institutions, pending final judicial determination. To implement this, the
Foster Care Procedure for Orphaned and Abused Children and Adolescents was approved on 25/05/1402,
establishing a new institution called "Foster Care" (temporary care) to ensure that no child is deprived of the
right to enjoy a family, even temporarily.

Findings: The Foster Care institution consists of caring for and raising a child in a host family from the
time the child is entrusted by the Welfare Organization until the child rejoins the biological family, is
placed with another family through foster care or adoption, returns to welfare care centers, or transitions
from temporary care to adoption within the same host family. The institution is designed with three
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primary objectives: (1) reducing cases of child deprivation from the family, (2) preparing the child for
returning to the biological family or entering an alternative family through adoption, and (3) protecting
the child from the harms of institutional care in welfare centers. The process is non-judicial, conducted
by the Welfare Organization outside judicial authorities, enabling faster implementation compared to
other similar institutions. The entrustment is not limited to a specific period and continues until
reunification with the biological family, except in cases of cancellation as foreseen in Article 69 of the
Foster Care Procedure. If reunification becomes impossible (per Article 72), the temporary care
institution prepares the child for adoption. At this stage, if the host family wishes, measures are taken to
change the status from host family to replacement family, creating a priority right for the host family to
adopt the child. If the host family is unwilling, the Welfare Assistance Unit arranges for the child to be
placed in another foster family within the support program.

Discussion: The findings indicate that the Foster Care institution represents a significant advancement in Iran's
child protection system, addressing a critical gap in providing family-based care for orphaned and abused
children. By establishing a non-judicial, expedited process, the procedure facilitates quicker placement in
family environments, reducing the duration of institutional care and its associated harms. The institution's
design aligns with international standards articulated in the Convention on the Rights of the Child, particularly
the principles of the best interests of the child and the right to family life. The emphasis on reunification with
the biological family, supported by educational and empowerment measures, reflects a commitment to
preserving family ties whenever possible—a principle consistent with both international human rights
frameworks and Iranian domestic law. The priority right granted to host families in adoption cases further
demonstrates a child-centered approach that prioritizes continuity and stability in caregiving relationships.
Moreover, the integration of this institution with the broader framework of child protection policies—including
the Executive Regulations of Article 6 of the Law on the Protection of Children and Adolescents (approved
1400)—suggests a coherent policy direction aimed at supporting and empowering both the child and the
biological family. However, potential limitations include the lack of clear mechanisms for monitoring host
family suitability, the absence of long-term outcome data, and the risk of inconsistencies in implementation
across different regions. Future research should evaluate the effectiveness of the Foster Care institution in
achieving its stated objectives, including child well-being, successful reunification rates, and the quality of care
provided by host families.

Conclusion: In conclusion, the Foster Care Procedure for Orphaned and Abused Children and
Adolescents, approved on 25/05/1402, establishes a vital institution aimed at ensuring that no child is
deprived of the right to a family, even temporarily. By providing a non-judicial, accessible, and flexible
framework for temporary family-based care, this procedure addresses the immediate needs of vulnerable
children while preserving the possibility of reunification with biological families or transition to
adoption. The institution reflects a progressive alignment with international human rights standards and
domestic legal commitments, emphasizing the child's best interests, family preservation, and the
prevention of institutional harms. The findings underscore the importance of continued monitoring,
evaluation, and refinement of implementation practices to ensure that the institution achieves its full
potential in protecting and promoting the rights of orphaned and abused children. Ultimately, the Foster
Care institution represents a meaningful step forward in Iran's child welfare system, offering a model for
other jurisdictions seeking to balance the urgent need for family-based care with the long-term goal of
family reunification and stability.
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