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Highlights

e  The present study aimed to discover the components of teaching wisdom to children based on
the family-oriented homeschooling approach with the potential for greater benefit for gifted
children.

e  Based on the model obtained in the research, the wise homeschooling includes four paths—
experimental-exploratory, exemplary, educational, and practical—as comprehensive themes,
along with 4 organizing themes and 29 basic themes.

e  The presented model can be desirable and practical in teaching wisdom to children, applying
the wise homeschooling approach by parents, and enhancing the skills of gifted children.

Extended Abstract

Introduction: The family is the most fundamental institution that provides social and cultural stability
for its members, with attitudes, beliefs, behaviors, and emotions being largely influenced by family
dynamics (Amato & Kane, 2011). Wisdom represents one of the most significant psychological
characteristics and personal capabilities that has received considerable scholarly attention, with research
evidence demonstrating that the foundations of wisdom can be formed and developed from childhood
(Sakti, Endraswara & Rohman, 2024). Sternberg (2012) conceptualizes wisdom as the application of
intelligence, creativity, and knowledge to achieve the common good through constructing intrapersonal,
interpersonal, and transpersonal concepts, while regulating responses to the environment by adapting to
existing conditions, shaping environments, or selecting new ones. In his functional theory, wisdom is
defined as the hidden knowledge in life issues that encompasses conflicts between different life domains
(Sternberg, 2018). Despite the high importance of wisdom and wisdom-making in Iran's upstream
educational documents according to Islamic sources, research indicates that school curricula address
wisdom primarily through advice and counsel without considering the learner's active role
(Hosseinikhah, 2011; Shabani, 2006). Vander Zee (2020) notes that despite the focus on practical wisdom
education, coherent strategies for teachers remain scarce. Given that wisdom education is pursued in a
limited manner within schools and textbooks, and wisdom represents a teachable skill that should be
cultivated from childhood (Small & Metler, 2020), utilizing the home and family context becomes
essential for wisdom education. One family-centered approach for teaching wisdom is homeschooling,
defined as a voluntary parental choice aimed at restoring parental power, control, and influence over
children's education (Poulain, Meigen & Kiess, 2022). This approach provides educational opportunities
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from both school and home environments, allowing parents to teach subjects not covered in the school
curriculum. Utilizing active family participation, individualized curriculum, and flexibility in time and
place, homeschooling offers an ideal platform for educational programs tailored to children's
characteristics and needs (Guterman & Rodriguez, 2024). The necessity of this research stems from
Iranian society being family-oriented, where parental participation in children's education holds
particular importance. Gifted children represent psychological and social investments for parents, making
the fulfillment of raising children with optimal psychological capabilities and desirable social positions
a significant motivation. Given the absence of research on wisdom teaching by parents to gifted children
and the increasing growth of the homeschool model, this study aims to explore the components of
teaching wisdom to children within a family-oriented homeschool approach, proposing a model for the
greater benefit of gifted children.

Methodology: This applied study employed a qualitative content analysis method to achieve its
objectives. The researcher aimed to identify the components of wisdom education at home by studying
and reviewing existing texts, documents, and written resources. The statistical population included all
articles and books in the field of wisdom published between 2000 and 2022, searched in reputable internet
databases including Science Direct, Eric, Springer, Google Scholar, Sage, Wiley, Scopus, and Taylor
and Francis. Purposive sampling was used to select the sample and continued until theoretical saturation
was achieved. After reviewing sources from the study population, a sample consisting of 2 books, 5
theses, and 23 articles was selected. The thematic network method, developed by Attride-Stirling (2001),
was employed for thematic analysis. The data collection tool was document screening, and in the coding
process, themes were extracted as basic, organizing, and overarching themes to achieve the thematic
network of wise education at home. The resulting model was named "wisdom homeschooling" by the
researchers.

Findings: The collected data were categorized and organized using thematic analysis (Attride-Stirling,
2001), revealing four main overarching themes that constitute the wisdom homeschooling approach. The
experiential-exploratory path of wisdom focuses on providing learning opportunities and confronting
children with issues requiring rational thinking, helping children develop solutions seeking the common
good, balancing interests of self, others, and society, and interacting with people holding diverse
perspectives. This path emphasizes self-reflection, active role in knowledge construction, cultivating
curiosity, and avoiding stereotyped thinking. The exemplary path of wisdom centers on parental
modeling of moral teachings including humility, gratitude, patience, truthfulness, empathy and affection,
understanding others, forgiving mistakes, perceiving facts from multiple perspectives, examining
different solutions, thinking and awareness, recognizing positive and negative aspects of problems,
making appropriate decisions, and paying attention to others' opinions. The educational path of wisdom
emphasizes studying classic works of literature and philosophy from different cultures, reflecting on past
actions and behaviors, presenting examples of wise and unwise thinking, analyzing stories of unwise
behavior to distance from self-centeredness, and identifying wise people while analyzing their
characteristics. The practical path of wisdom involves acting humbly, recognizing events requiring
response, accepting responsibility for creating ethical solutions, ethical action, learning to think before
acting, acting based on personal values, learning from mistakes, sharing wisdom, recounting lessons from
literary and philosophical works, discovering strategies for applying lessons to life, valuing wise
decisions, and replacing emotion with reason in persuading others. The wisdom homeschooling approach
thus consists of these four interconnected paths that parents can utilize to teach wisdom to their children.
Conclusion: The present study successfully discovered the components of teaching wisdom to children
based on a family-centered homeschooling approach with potential for greater benefit for gifted children.
The findings demonstrated that parents can employ the wisdom homeschooling model to teach wisdom
through four integrated paths: experiential-exploratory, exemplary, educational, and practical. Gifted
children, due to their high cognitive, analytical, and emotional abilities, can particularly benefit from this
model, as teaching wisdom provides constructive guidance for their capabilities. The homeschooling
approach offers a significant advantage by supplementing school education with opportunities for skill
development, which is increasingly vital in today's world where both family and school share
responsibility for proper education. Gifted children possess characteristics such as advanced abstract
thinking, desire for self-awareness, and intrinsic motivation for learning, providing a suitable
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environment for developing wisdom components (Sternberg, 2023). The wisdom homeschooling model
facilitates actualization of these potential capacities toward intelligence. The main goal of this approach
is raising wise children—a concept deeply rooted in Iranian culture, religion, and literature but only
recently addressed by psychologists. Understanding wisdom components and methods to achieve it can
help parents and children perform better across all life aspects (Moghadam & Ghamarani, 2022).
According to Sternberg's balance theory, wisdom is not directly taught but acquired indirectly; one can
provide conditions for wisdom development without teaching specific action units (Ardelt, Pridgen &
Kathryn, 2018). The research findings confirmed that experiential-exploratory, exemplary, educational,
and practical paths represent approaches through which parents can directly and indirectly teach wisdom.
This model offers practical implications for family education and future research directions, emphasizing
the critical role of family in nurturing wisdom, particularly among gifted children who represent valuable
national assets requiring specialized educational attention.
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