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Abstract

This research attempt to study the lived experience of second wives in polygamous families
and their understanding and interpretation of their situation and its consequences on their lives.
The target population of the research is second wife women in polygamous families living in
Bavis city of Khuzestan province, whose main criteria for selection of them is that the first
wife is alive. The research sample includes 17 people who were selected using the purposeful
sampling method. In-depth interview technique was used to collect data. The method of data
analysis is thematic analysis. The findings include the themes of view of becoming a second
wife as an opportunity, providing welfare, falling in love, and patriarchal ideas and Becoming
a second wife has been associated with consequences such as a minimal and tense life, family
disorder, psychological vulnerability and the interference of others in their lives. In general,
the cultural context resulting from the religious and cultural acceptance of polygyny and its
normalization in socially, on the one hand, and the changes in the age and gender structure in
rural areas due to migration of youth men to the city, lead to a decrease in the opportunity of
desirable marriage for girls.

Keywords: Polygamous family, meaning of becoming a second wife, the lived experience of
being a second wife, Bavi's county.
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