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Abstract

The aim of this study was to compare
social skills, mental health and acad-
emic performance in children with
divorced, divorcing and intact pare-
nts. The study sample included 481
children with divorced parents and
419 children with divorcing parents,
who were matched to 500 children
with normal parents. The participants
responded to the Matson's Social
Skills Scale and Goldenberg's Mental
Health Questionnaire.
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To assess the academic performance
GPA was used. The data were ana-
lyzed by multivariate analysis of vari-
ance (MANOVA) and Scheffe post
hoc test. The Findings showed that
children with divorced and divorcing
parents had more average scores of the
components of physical symptoms,
anxiety, social dysfunction, depression
and general mental disorder than those
of children with normal parents. Also
children with divorcing parents had
more scores in components of social
dysfunction, depression and general
mental disorder than children with
divorced parents had. Social skills
scores and academic performance in
children with normal parents were
higher than those of divorced parents’
children and children with divorced
parents had higher scores than ch-
ildren with divorcing parents. Hence,
due to the harm and the conesquences
of divorce on children, strategies for
minimalizing these conesquences sho-
uld be planed.

Keywords: Social skills, Mental Heal-
th, Academic Performance, Divorce,
Divorcing.
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